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Pastor Bill Hanchett  March 3, 2013

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship

Welcome to Immanuel Church! We’re glad you’re here. Nursery care is 
available for your child up to 4 years of age. Please join us for refreshments 
after the service this morning. 

Praise:  We exalt the Creator of the Universe.

(Continued on inside of back cover)* Please stand if you are able * Please stand if you are able

* Call to Worship Psalm 47: 1-2, 5-6
Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

shout to God with loud songs of joy.
People: For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 

a great king over all the earth.
Leader: God has gone up with a shout, 

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
* Hymn of Praise         We Praise You, O God Hymnal #237

* Opening Prayer

renewaL:  We celebrate God’s grace.

Assurance of Pardon (continued) 

Commitment:  We surrender our lives to Christ.

Call to Offering

Offering of Gifts

Prayer with Children
 Children age 4 through 2nd Grade are welcome to attend Children’s Church in Room E1

Prayers of the People

Scripture       Luke 15:11-32 page 799

Sermon           Biblical Repentance

* Closing Song    Create In Me a Clean Heart [words projected]

God’s Blessing 

Kyrie eleison
Linoleum block print by Elizabeth Steele 

Halstead. Reprinted by permission  
from Visuals for Worship, 

© 2006, Faith Alive Christian Resources

Responsive Reading of the Law Hymnal p. 1016

Call to Renewal Isaiah 30:15, 18
15In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your 
strength, but you would have none of it. 18Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to 
you; he rises to show you compassion. For the Lord is God of justice. Blessed 
are all who wait for him.

Prayer of Confession
Private Confession

Assurance of Pardon Romans 5:1-2
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Je-

sus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

Song          Spirit of the Living God Hymnal #424



Prayer & PraisePrayer Guide for march 4 - 9

Monday: 
Think about what it means to put your 

trust fully in God, both for protection 
from those who may want to hurt you and 
to keep you from shame. 

Tuesday: 
Thank God that he faithfully and ef-

fectively guards those who trust in him. 
Remind yourself of this whenever you’re 
tempted to trust in your own devices rath-
er than in him.

Wednesday: 
Ask God to show you his ways, to guide 

and teach you, then quiet yourself to 
watch and listen.

Thursday: 
Think about your past sins and rebellion, 

confessing them to God and asking for his 
mercy and forgiveness.

Friday: 
Thank God for delivering you from 

shame. Thank him that you are not de-
fined or identified by the sins of your 
past.

Saturday: 
Rejoice in God’s goodness! Delight in his 

mercy and love for you.

[Prayer Guide prepared by Melissa Fischer.]

Immanuel Prayer Partners are a vital part of our Sunday worship.  They pray for the service 
before and during our worship time. They are also available to pray if you would like individual 
prayer after the service. 

Special Prayer Item
This weekend, a soccer game in Taraba, Nigeria became unexpectedly ugly when a dis-

agreement broke loose between the Muslim and Christian teams playing each other. In 
the ensuing violence, over 31 people were killed while many more were injured. Homes 
and vehicles were also set ablaze. The region is now under a curfew. Pray that tensions 
will ease and people will seek forgiveness rather than revenge.

—from Christian Reformed World Missions

Daily Prayer Suggestions

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12

Those Needing Intercession
All those looking for work or under financial stress
Olive Wilkins: dialysis
Ed and Joan Surdykowski: health and strength
Alice Scheff: cancer
Sharon Karlic: leukemia
Deb Townsend: interstitial cystitis
Unspoken prayer requests

Our Missionaries and Ministries
Dave and Joyce Campbell in Guinea, West Africa
Arielle Fischer: The Fold Family Ministries in Vermont
Jonathan Fischer: Calvin Theological Seminary
Care Net Pregnancy Center: Deb Townsend
InterVarsity at Vassar, Mid-Hudson Love INC, Sunbeams Nursery School
Trinity Rivertowns Church: Pastor Jim Kirk

Our World
The persecuted church: strength, perseverance, ever-strengthening faith and witness
Christian Church worldwide: a clear, unified witness to salvation in Jesus alone
God’s wisdom for President Obama, his administration, and Congress
Those serving our country in the Armed Forces

1In you, Lord my God, 
I put my trust.

2I trust in you; 
do not let me be put to shame, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

3No one who hopes in you 
will ever be put to shame,

but shame will come on those 
who are treacherous without cause.

4Show me your ways, Lord, 
teach me your paths.

5Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my Savior, 
and my hope is in you all day long.

6Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 
for they are from of old.

7Do not remember the sins of my youth 
and my rebellious ways;

according to your love remember me, 
for you, Lord, are good.

Psalm 25:1-7



Scheduled Volunteers

Nursery 

Children’s Church 

Prayer Partner 

This Week
Carlos Velez 
Isabel Velez

Ann Farina 
Isabel Velez

Craig Fisher 
Patty Ten

Next Week
Ann Farina 
Kelley Riley

Patty Ten 
Lydia Butler

Randy Serrette 
Melissa Fischer

announcements
We will be celebrating March birthdays & anniversaries this morning after 
the service; please join us for special refreshments! If your birthday or anniversary 
falls in March but is not recorded on our perpetual calendar, let us know so that we 
can celebrate it with you.

Please take time today to read a thank you card that we received from the Kirks 
this week. It is on the bulletin board.

Congratualtions to the Swarts and the Nagelhouts as they celebrate the 
birth of new grandsons. Hunter Mason Swart was born to Jason and Heather on 
February 26 and Derrick Ethan Hepner was born to Kristin (nee Nagelhout) and 
Dan Hepner on March 1. Everyone is healthy! 

For those who don’t know what to do on Sunday nights now that Downton Abbey 
is over, may I suggest a new mini-series, The Bible, which begins tonight on 
the History Channel from 8:00 - 10:00 pm. Early reviews from Christian reviewers 
have been positive.

This year, Easter is on March 31. We will distribute palms on Palm Sunday, March 
24. Our Good Friday service will be at 7:00 pm on March 29 and we are in the plan-
ning stages for Easter Sunday. We would like to continue our tradition of holding 
an Easter Breakfast. If you are willing to join Liesje Cole in helping to plan this 
event, please let Pastor Bill know.

Please submit all bulletin announcements by Thursday evening. Announcements 
may be submitted via e-mail to bulletin@immanuel-church.com or by 
contacting the bulletin editor directly. (See back cover for contact information.)

announcements 
(continued)

Join us each Wednesday during Lent from 6:30 to 7:30 pm for a time of praise 
singing, Lenten reflection, and prayer.

Mid-Hudson Love in the Name of Christ (Love INC) is searching for a part-time 
Clearinghouse Coordinator. Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday daytime 
hours in Poughkeepsie; $12.00/hour; maximum of 20 hours per week, to oversee 
all Clearinghouse operations, volunteers and ministries of Love INC clients. See 
Job Posting located on the bulletin board for a detailed description. 

The latest issue of World Renew’s Spotlight newsletter is on the bulletin 
board outside the kitchen. Among the articles is a story of how they helped in the 
aftermath of superstorm Sandy.

It’s Poster Time! Christian Reformed World Missions’ 2013 Poster Contest has 
begun. Create a poster with a missions theme and send it in to CRWM by April 
19. Themes, guidelines, and submission forms are available at www.crwm.org/
postercontest .

2012 CRWM Poster Contest 
   4th place winner (ages 10-12)

Molly Vroom
Emmanuel CRC
Sauk Village, IL



The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are at the heart of the Chris-
tian gospel, and Good Friday and Easter are two of the most significant 
celebrations of the Christian year. Lent is a season of preparation 
and repentance during which we anticipate Good Friday and Easter. 

Just as we carefully prepare for big events in our personal lives, such as 
a wedding or commencement, Lent invites us to make our hearts 
ready for remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrec-
tion. The practice of a forty-day preparation period began in the Christian 
church during the third and fourth centuries. The number forty carries 
biblical significance based on the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness 
and Jesus’ forty-day fast in the wilderness. 
The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday (February 13 in 
2013) and continue through holy week, not counting Sundays (which are 
reserved for celebratory worship). In practice, many congregations choose 
to focus Sunday worship on the themes of repentance and renewal. As 
a period of preparation, Lent has historically included the instruction of 
persons for baptism and profession of faith on Easter Sunday; the calling 
back of those who have become estranged from the church; and efforts by 
all Christians to deepen their piety, devotion, and readiness to mark the 
death and resurrection of their Savior. As such, the primary focus of the 
season is to explore and deepen a “baptismal spirituality” that centers on 
our union with Christ rather than to function only as an extended medita-
tion on Christ’s suffering and death.


